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The Acadian cultural 
landscape in Nova-Scotia
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memory, concrete

affirmation and current
weakness







1. A still strong memory

a. Victims of long decades of wars

- 9 times of domination change

- 1713, Utrecht treaty

- A complex relation with the British crown





1. A still strong memory

b. The upheaval, a deportation act?





1. A still strong memory

c. More than 2 centuries of minoration







2. Cultural landscapes, 
recognition and renewal

a. Canadian evolutions since 60’s/70’s
- 1963, Laurendeau-Dunton commission
- 1971, 1st recognition
- 1996, 1st school council for Acadians
- 2003, 1st opening of the 1st school in 

French
- 2003, August 15th, day of the Acadians
- 2003, July 7th, day of the Great upheaval





2. Cultural landscapes, recognition 
and renewal

b. A long renewal

- Social, territorial reconstruction

- Religious and political structuring

- Political and identity demands

- Cultural landscapes as historic and identity 
symbols









2. Cultural landscapes, renewal 
and recognition

c. Clare/Baie-Sainte Marie, a municipal 
involvement











3. The weakness of a dominated 
group

a. Cultural landscapes and assimilation

years FM Tongue 
population

Rate/tot. Pop.

1951 39000 6

1991 37000 4

2016 30000 3



3. The weakness of a dominated 
group

b. The case of Grand-Pré, an Acadian site?







3. The weakness of a dominated 
group

c. Tourism strategy and cultural landscapes, 
money or collective memory

Ranking of cultural sites

main provincial 
historic sites

national Unesco

9 20 3

(1) Acadian (3) Acadians 1 Acadian


