
HAL Id: hal-02887240
https://uca.hal.science/hal-02887240

Submitted on 12 Nov 2020

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.

Distributed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

Chemical, Textural and Thermal Analyses of Local
Interactions Between Lava Flow and a Tree – Case

Study From Pāhoa, Hawai’i
Jonas Biren, Andrew Harris, Hugh Tuffen, Magdalena Oryaëlle Chevrel, Lucia

Gurioli, Ivan Vlastélic, Federica Schiavi, Mhammed Benbakkar, Claire
Fonquernie, Laura Calabrò

To cite this version:
Jonas Biren, Andrew Harris, Hugh Tuffen, Magdalena Oryaëlle Chevrel, Lucia Gurioli, et al.. Chemi-
cal, Textural and Thermal Analyses of Local Interactions Between Lava Flow and a Tree – Case Study
From Pāhoa, Hawai’i. Frontiers in Earth Science, 2020, 8, �10.3389/feart.2020.00233�. �hal-02887240�

https://uca.hal.science/hal-02887240
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


feart-08-00233 June 29, 2020 Time: 18:51 # 1

ORIGINAL RESEARCH
published: 30 June 2020

doi: 10.3389/feart.2020.00233

Edited by:
Antonio Costa,

National Institute of Geophysics
and Volcanology, Italy

Reviewed by:
Sonia Calvari,

National Institute of Geophysics
and Volcanology, Italy

Alessandra Pensa,
Roma Tre University, Italy

*Correspondence:
Jonas Biren

jonas.biren@cnrs-orleans.fr

Specialty section:
This article was submitted to

Volcanology,
a section of the journal

Frontiers in Earth Science

Received: 25 March 2020
Accepted: 29 May 2020

Published: 30 June 2020

Citation:
Biren J, Harris A, Tuffen H,

Chevrel MO, Gurioli L, Vlastélic I,
Schiavi F, Benbakkar M, Fonquernie C

and Calabro L (2020) Chemical,
Textural and Thermal Analyses

of Local Interactions Between Lava
Flow and a Tree – Case Study From
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Because many volcanoes are densely vegetated, understanding of the interactions
between active lava flows and trees is essential for robust hazard modeling. Tree
molds − lava flow features generated when advancing lava engulfs and combusts
trees − are widely documented but have, to date, only been described qualitatively.
Detailed, quantitative studies of molds can, however, provide insights into the nature
of lava-forest interactions. Here, we present a unique characterization of the chemical,
textural and thermal interactions between lava and a tree (an Albizia), taking as a case
type a basaltic pāhoehoe lava flow that traveled 20 km through Hawaiian rainforest
on Kilauea’s East Rift Zone between June and December 2014. The dataset includes
chemical analyses of lava (major, trace and volatile species) at the lava-tree contact,
quantitative descriptions of lava texture (density, vesicle and crystal populations), and
thermal analysis to fingerprint the devolatilization and combustion of wood as well
as with cooling and crystallization of lava around the tree. We use these results to
construct a three-stage thermal model to describe heat transfer between the lava and
the tree, showing how the interaction facilitates combustion of wood and release of its
volatile species (CO2 and H2O) into the lava, whilst triggering enhanced cooling and
crystallization of lava surrounding the tree. Chemical analyses reveal that the inflating
pāhoehoe at the lava-tree contact was strongly CO2-enriched (up to 1200 ppm), and
textural data show that lava is denser at the contact. Moreover, lava crystallinity indicates
a cooling rate of ∼70◦C min−1 at the lava-tree contact, a rate well above the expected
cooling rates (30◦C min−1) for pāhoehoe more distant (40 m away) from the tree. We
conclude that the tree had a local cooling effect on the lava that could potentially
influence lava properties at larger scale if tree density, trunk diameter and moisture
content are sufficiently high.

Keywords: tree mold, basaltic pāhoehoe-lava flow, Albizia tree, combustion, cooling rate, crystallization, Thermal
model
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INTRODUCTION

Many effusive centers (e.g., Hawaii, Etna, the Virunga region,
La Réunion) are densely vegetated and in climatic settings that
favor rapid vegetation regrowth after inundation by lava (e.g.,
Ziegler, 2002; Smathers and Mueller-Dombois, 2007). Forest
inundation by lava flows is thus a common phenomenon, which
has been frequently described during eruptions at, for example,
Etna (Andronico et al., 2005; Carveni et al., 2011), Piton de
la Fournaise (Bertile, 1987) and Kilauea (Moore and Richter,
1962; Lockwood and Williams, 1978; Bell and Williamson, 2017;
Chevrel et al., 2019). As a result, it is well known that when lava
invades a forest, it causes widespread combustion of the trees,
shrubs and undergrowth comprising the biotic system as, for
example, during the eruption of Kilauea Iki (Kilauea, Hawaii) in
1959 (Richter et al., 1970). In a film, taken by the U.S. Geological
Service and the National Park Service, of lava flooding the crater
of Kilauea Iki at the onset of the 1959 eruption1, flaming trees in
and around the active lava flows are clearly visible: “their bright
yellow flames flashing like giant sparklers” (Richter et al., 1970).
Regarding trees and forest litter buried by lava, the narrator of the
film1 comments that “for some time individual tree trunks give
off super-heated organic gases that burst into bright yellow flame
as they explode from the surface of the lake” (U.S. Geological
Service and the National Park Service, 1959). The question is:
does this interaction have an effect on the lava thermal, chemical
and textural properties?

When relatively low viscosity lava (< 103 Pa s, Chevrel et al.,
2019) contacts a cold, damp tree, it has been long established
that the engulfing lava cools rapidly to form a cast around
the tree trunk (Finch, 1931; Jaggar, 1945; Moore and Richter,
1962; Lockwood and Williams, 1978; Macdonald et al., 1983).
Isolated within its cast, the tree heats to combustion and burns
slowly to leave a mold with the same size and form as the
trunk within the solidified lava flow (Finch, 1931; Lockwood and
Williams, 1978). This creates a tree mold and if the lava level
drops during emplacement then the tree cast will instead remain
as a standing “lava-tree” (Finch, 1931; Hazlett, 1993; Lockwood
and Hazlett, 2010). Although the formation of such structures
and their associated cave systems are well described (e.g., Finch,
1931; Ogawa et al., 1999; Bella and Gaal, 2007), thermal and
physio-chemical interactions between the tree and the lava during
heating, drying and combustion have not been described or
modeled. To date, lava-trees and tree molds have been mainly
used to determine lava dynamics in terms of flow direction and
thickness (Moore and Richter, 1962; Lockwood and Williams,
1978; Macdonald et al., 1983; Lockwood and Hazlett, 2010; Jones
et al., 2017). However, Searle (1958), Honda (1998, 1999) and
Wasilewski et al. (2000) have hinted at potential chemical and
thermal interactions between a combusting tree and the engulfing
lava. Chevrel et al. (2019) constrained the possible influence of a
forest on the emplacement of an entire lava flow system, showing
that lava-trees and tree molds can act as obstacles capable of
locally diverting the flow path. Although no impact on the overall
cooling of the lava flow was found, a distinction was noted

1https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpQyjVEfx5c

between the down-flow cooling rate of lava that was deposited
against tree trunks and lava that cooled in the far field (Chevrel
et al., 2019). Thus, several key questions remain unanswered.
These include:

• What thermal and physio-chemical processes occur at the
lava-tree contact?
• Is there any chemical exchange between the lava and the

tree?
• How much heat is transferred between the tree and lava,

and in which direction?
• Can the presence of trees enhance lava cooling rates?
• Could heat and chemical exchanges between trees and lava

affect the whole flow field?

Here, we aim to provide answers to these questions. To do
this, we detail the formation of a tree mold in an engulfing
lava, providing quantitative data for the chemical and thermal
exchanges between the lava and the tree via employment of a
number of analytical techniques. These data provide a basis for
a thermal model that examines lava↔ tree heat exchanges, and
allows evaluation of possible lava cooling (and heating) effects.

Based on a survey of available sites at La Réunion, Etna and
Hawaii, obtaining a sample set that can define the interaction
around a single tree, and with depth in the flow, is not
straightforward. This is due to four main reasons. First, tree
molds are often too narrow to access for sampling. Second, the
cost of installing a drill rig to extract an entire tree or mold is
prohibitively expensive and logistically more difficult to deploy
than traditional (hammer and chisel) sampling. Thirdly, many
potential cases (e.g., on Etna and Kilauea) are in National Parks
and the destructive sampling of a lava tree in such a protected
environment would be against Park permit rules. Finally, good
examples are often buried by subsequent flow units and/or
inflation, as was the case for all potential sites we visited on Piton
de la Fournaise; which was our first (initial) site chosen for this
study. All of these points make suitable sampling cases relatively
rare, and hence likely explains the lack of data in the literature to
qualify and quantify the thermal interaction between a tree and
an active lava. This is why we focus on a particularly well-exposed
and large (meter-diameter) tree-mold in Kilauea’s 2014 lava flow
field just north of the town of Pāhoa (Hawaii, United States).

Hypothesis and Study Area
One of the most visited sites to observe lava-trees and tree
molds is the July 1974 lava flow of Kîlauea, which flowed
through two kilometers of Ohia forest leaving behind more than
a thousand lava-trees (Lockwood and Hazlett, 2010; Jones et al.,
2017; Chevrel et al., 2019). However, Ohia trees have thin trunks
and the wood is relatively dry, both of which are factors that
likely restrict their influence on lava flow cooling (cf. Anderson
and Rothermel, 1965; Anderson, 1968; Uhl and Kauffman, 1990;
Bilbao et al., 2001; Dickinson and Johnson, 2001; Babrauskas,
2002). Therefore, we chose the most recent eruptive episodes
of Kilauea, i.e., the events that emplaced the 1983–2018 lava
flow field (Heliker and Mattox, 2003). Across this lava flow field,
the lava is relatively unweathered and the lava interacted with
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trees that are both larger and wetter than those of the July 1974
eruption. In this regard, following Thomas et al. (1964) and Van
Wagner (1967), the presence of larger, wetter trees should also
enhance any thermal interactions.

By 2002, Kilauea’s eruption that began in January 1983 had
already covered an area of 105 km2 (Heliker and Mattox,
2003). Most of this lava area was emplaced onto vegetated land
(Figure 1) that ranged from “wet forest and woodland” around
the vent zone (700 m above sea level) to “lowland dry and mesic
forest, woodland and shrubland” at sea level (Pratt and Gon,
1998). The interaction between active lava and trees was well-
known (cf. Weisel and Stapleton, 1992), where between 12 May
and 1 June 2002, alone, ingress of active lava flows into forest
ignited fires that burned over 1,000 hectares (Global Volcanism
Program, 2002). However, no study coming out of this long-lived
eruption has, to date, considered interactions between lava and
vegetation. Instead, the publications (more than 1,000 references
between 1983 and early 2002; Heliker and Mattox, 2003) included
provision of data and insights into:

(i) Cooling and crystallization down an active lava channel
(Cashman et al., 1999);

(ii) Cooling rates down lava tubes (Helz et al., 2003);
(iii) Cooling rates of active pāhoehoe surfaces and interiors

(Hon et al., 1994),
(iv) Variation of eruption temperatures with time (Thornber

et al., 2003), and
(v) Validated heat loss models for lava flowing in tubes

(Keszthelyi, 1995), inflating pāhoehoe (Keszthelyi and
Denlinger, 1996) and tube-fed ocean entry lava flow
(Harris et al., 1998).

Although detailed information on interaction between lava
and vegetation were not provided, these publications allow a
hypothesis for lava-tree interaction to be built and generation of
a model to be compared with the tree-free cases cited above. We
here use two examples to illustrate this. The first was ingress of
lava into groves of Ohia trees around Pu’u ’O’o during January
1997 and 2004 (Harris et al., 1997; Figure 1c), the second was
invasion of palm trees at the Waha’ula Heiau and on Pulama
Pali in 1997 and 1999, respectively (Harris and Thornber, 1999;
Figure 1d). These observations allowed definition of a qualitative
model whereby a tree mold is formed in three stages involving:

(i) Heating and drying of the tree (cf. Van Wagner, 1967);
(ii) Onset of combustion (cf. Bilbao et al., 2001);

(iii) Complete combustion to create a skylight
(cf. Keszthelyi, 1995).

These three stages are illustrated in our collation of archived
photographs given in Figure 2 which cover the invasion of:

1. Ohia trees by lava from the “amalgamated bend rootless
shield” lava flow of March 2004 (Figure 1c), and

2. Coconut palms during burial of Waha’ula Heiau during the
night of 10–11 August 1997 to set up the “Waha’ula ocean
entry” (Figure 1d).

The Waha’ula Heiau burial event was particularly iconic as
it involved burial of one of the most important Heiau (i.e.,
Hawaiian temple) in Hawaii, which included a sacred grove
that contained at least one specimen of every tree growing
on the Hawaiian island group (Stokes, 1991). In each lava-
tree interaction event, we saw three stages (Figure 2). The first
stage lasted tens of minutes to an hour or more, and involved
surrounding of the tree by lava. During this stage the tree was
heated and dried (hissing and sizzling could be heard due to
the boiling of water), but no flames were observed (Figure 2).
During the second stage, which lasted for a similar period and
involved combustion, flames were seen emanating from the trunk
(Figure 2). In the final phase (stage 3), the tree burnt through
at its base (as buried in the lava) and fell onto the inflating
lava flow surface to burn away in situ. The hole left in the lava
flow then remained incandescent for several days (Figure 2).
Thermocouple measurements made inside such a mold five
days after the 30–31 January 1997 lava flow at Napau Crater
(Figure 1c) recorded temperatures in excess of 900◦C, at which
point the connection to the thermocouple failed. In the first part
of this paper (i.e., in the section “RESULTS”) we aim to quantify
these interactions in terms of textural, chemical and thermal
effects. In the second part (i.e., in the section “DISCUSSION”),
we use these results to furnish and build a heat loss model for lava
interacting with a living tree.

Albizia Tree Mold in the 2014 Pāhoa Lava Flow
We focus on a tree mold left by an Albizia tree engulfed by the
2014 lava flow (Pu’u ‘Ō’ō, Kīlauea) near Pāhoa village (Figure 1).
This lava flow, called hereafter the Pāhoa lava flow, was active
for 24 months between June 27, 2014 and June 8, 2016 (Poland,
2016; Patrick et al., 2017). It was erupted from Kilauea’s upper
East Rift Zone, in the vicinity of Pu’u ‘Ō’ō and moved north-
east through 20 km of rainforest for six months (Patrick et al.,
2017; Figure 1). By August 6, the flow had arrived at the eastern
extent of the Pu’u ‘Ō’ō lava flow field and started to enter the
tropical rainforest. In late October, the flow advanced north-
eastwards toward Pāhoa at 400 m/day, crossing Cemetery Road
and covering Pāhoa’s cemetery (Patrick et al., 2017; Figure 3).
As the flow approached Pāhoa it moved through partly wooded
grassland where the studied Albizia tree stood (Figure 3), and
began to threaten private properties and houses. A resurgence
of lava supply, associated with summit inflation, created new
breakouts that destroyed one house on November 10 (Patrick
et al., 2017). Soon after, the lava supply to the flow front waned
and, except for one large breakout, the flow front remained stalled
during December 2014 and throughout 2015 (Patrick et al.,
2017). According to pictures taken by the Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory2, the tree, that is the focus of this study, was engulfed
by lava during October 24–25, 2014 (Figures 3a–d). The tree
was situated within 1 km of the final flow front that reached
its maximum extent around three weeks later in mid-November
(Patrick et al., 2017). The mold formed in inflated pāhoehoe
about 35 m west of Cemetery Road and 150 m south of Pāhoa’s
recycling (transfer) station (Figure 3). We chose this tree for two

2M. Patrick pers.comm.
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FIGURE 1 | (A) Map of the “27th June” 2014-2016 lava flow field within the context of the Pu’u ’O’o-Kupaianaha lava flow field (courtesy of USGS Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory); location of map on the Big Island of Hawaii is given as inset (yellow box gives the enlargement given in (B). (B) Flow front positions of the “27th June”
lava flow approaching Pāhoa the day before (24 October 2014) and after (25 October 2014) it engulfed the studied Albizia tree (map courtesy of Matthew Patrick,
USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory). Blue box gives fields of view of helicopter-based photos given in Figure 3. (C,D) Maps of the Pu’u ’O’o-Kupaianaha lava flow
field as of August 1997 and January 2004 (courtesy of USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory).

reasons: first, it was the only tree mold large enough to permit
access down to its roots, thus allowing us to sample the entire
lava flow thickness exposed in the mold walls from the top to
the bottom of the flow (Figures 3f,g). Secondly, the unburnt part
of the tree allowed the tree species to be identified as Albizia
Saman. In this regard, the zone of Pāhoa is a well-known location
of tree mold formation due to lava ingress into stands of large,
mature Albizia trees (R. Hazlett, personal communication). It is a
common species growing on substrates of old, weathered basaltic
lavas found on the island of Hawai’i (Kepler, 1990), and is well
known for its fire resistance which is, in turn, related to its high
moisture content of up to 60% (mean = 54%)3 (Wood Data Base,
2019). Albizia is a genus of about 150 species of fast-growing
subtropical and tropical trees and shrubs in the subfamily of
Mimosoideae of the family Leguminosae (Kepler, 1990). Also
known as the “Monkeypod”, Albizia typically grows up to a height
of 15–24 m (Kepler, 1990). In addition to samples of the 2014
flow collected around the Albizia tree, we used some samples

collected from lava-trees formed during the July 1974 eruption of
Kilauea (here after called J74) that inundated a forest of Ohia trees
(Chevrel et al., 2019). Ohia trees, or Mestrosideros polymorpha of
the Myrtaceae (Myrtle) family, are different from Albizia trees in
that they are endemic to Hawaii (Ziegler, 2002), and are smaller
(being as short as 3 m; Greenwell et al., 2009) and denser (dry
wood density3: 915 versus 600 kg m−3) (Wood Data Base, 2019).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Mapping and Sampling
The tree mold and unburnt remains (i.e., the trunk left felled on
the lava flow surface) of the studied Albizia tree were mapped
in vertical and basal cross sections, and all dimensions were
measured (Figure 4). Six decimeter-sized samples were collected

3www.wood-database.com, last accessed the 22/05/2019
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FIGURE 2 | Two examples illustrating the three stages of the thermal model for heat losses involved in tree combustion and mold formation. In the upper example,
pāhoehoe is moving through a stand of Ohia trees 1.5 km west of Pu’u ‘O’o (Kilauea). For scale, the trunk diameter of the highlighted tree is around 0.3 m. In the
lower example, pāhoehoe is moving through coconut palms in the (now buried) Waha’ula Heiau site. Situated 120 m from the coast in Kilauea’s Puna district, this
was one of Hawaii’s most important temple sites and included a sacred grove (Stokes, 1991), through which lava is here moving. For scale, the trunk diameter of the
highlighted tree is around 0.4 m. In column 1 (Stage 1), trees are surrounded by lava, and are undergoing heating and drying, but combustion has not yet begun: no
flames are yet apparent on the circled trunk(s). Column 2 includes images at the onset of combustion (Stage 2) where flames are now apparent on the trunks (small
circle indicates zone of eventual tree mold site). In Column 3, combustion is complete and an open, incandescent mold remains in the lava representing a skylight of
the same diameter as the original tree trunk and through which heat is lost from the interior of the lava during the third and final stage of the lava-tree interaction
(stage 3). In both cases, the trunk has fallen onto the flow surface before burning away. Pāhoehoe inflating around the slow-burning wood lying on the surface has
left an imprint of the trunk, which contains unburnt wood and tree ash.

around the tree mold, including four from where the tree was
in contact with the lava (Figure 4). These were collected from
the bottom (BOT), middle (MID), about 20 cm from the top
(TOP2) and at the top (TOP1) of the tree mold. All samples
included the lava surface that was in contact with the tree plus
a 10–20 cm thickness of lava behind the contact (Figure 4). The
sample collected in the middle (MID) was large enough to be cut
into two, separating the part in contact with the tree (MID-A)
from a part that was 10 cm away from the tree-lava contact
(hereafter named MID-B; Figure 4). For two of these samples
(BOT and TOP2) we extracted the contact with the tree surface,
hereafter referred to as tree mould surface (TMS) samples. The
TMS samples were either selected by slicing the 5 mm layer of the
rock sample at the contact (TOP2-TMS) or by handpicking chips
of the tree mold surface (< 1 mm) (BOT-TMS, TOP2-TMS2).
Additionally, a sample was collected from within the root bowl
(2BO; Figure 4). Finally, another lava sample was collected 40 m
from the tree to serve as a control sample (CN), where textures

were typical of the non-affected lava flow − a smooth surfaced,
S-Type pāhoehoe following the classification of Wilmoth and
Walker (1993). We also collected a sample from a small log of
a living Albizia growing 200 m from the mold site.

Two other samples were taken from the J74 lava flow from two
lava-trees situated at 0.9 and 1.5 km from the vent (T5 and T3,
as respectively named in Chevrel et al., 2019). These samples are
described in detail in Chevrel et al. (2019) and represent the best-
preserved, least-weathered tree mold surfaces from this sample
set. Chips from the layer that was in direct contact with the
tree were also handpicked (T3-TMS and T5-TMS). A complete
table defining the analyses conducted on each sample is given in
Supplementary Table 3.

Textural Analyses
To quantify the proportion and size distribution of vesicles and
crystals, thin sections and cut surfaces of CN, TOP1, TOP2,
MID-A, BOT and 2BO were digitally scanned and backscatter
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FIGURE 3 | (A,B) Helicopter-based photos of the lava flow front, transfer station, cemetery road and the studied tree location (yellow circle) taken on the 24 October
by M. Patrick (USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory). (C) Helicopter-based photo of the “27th June” lava flow in the vicinity of Cemetery Road with the distance
between the transfer station and the studied tree mold (photo courtesy of M. Patrick, USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory). (D) Recently created tree mold in a
cooling pāhoehoe lava flow from Pu’u ‘Ô’ô (2003) with color-based temperatures (cf. Appendix of Harris, 2013). (E) View into the tree mold examined here in its
inflation cleft (for scale, width of mold at base is 0.9 m). (F) View of the burned and felled tree portion (for scale trunk is 0.6 m in diameter).

SEM images collected. For each sample, three to six images were
taken at a magnification of 25× (for a total of 32 images), and
three at 100× were taken from each 25× image, (for a total of
56 images, see example for BOT in Supplementary Materials
1 Supplementary Figure 3). Images were then processed using
the MATLAB-based program FOAMS (Shea et al., 2010) to
obtain the spatial arrangement, size, and number of vesicles and
crystals, thus allowing construction of vesicle and crystal size
distributions (VSD and CSD, respectively). The minimum size
that could be measured by FOAMS was 6 µm for crystals, and
50 µm for vesicles. The CSD values were acquired from 2D
raw data, characterizing crystal major and minor axis values.
These data were transformed into a 3D crystal habit (long,
intermediate and short axis) through the CSDslice database
(Morgan and Jerram, 2006) and processed in the frequency
data input section of the CSDcorrections 1.52 program of
Higgins (2000). Following Thivet et al. (2020a,b), there are
three key parameters that can be constrained following such
processing. The first is the crystal number per unit area or
normalised size frequency data (Na). This is the most appropriate
input to use in the frequency data section of CSDcorrections,
as the raw data of crystals from FOAMS are obtained from
several nested image magnifications, while CSDcorrections is
based on just one magnification. The second parameter is
the measured area corrected for porosity as measured with
FOAMS, with a correction factor between zero (100 vol.%
porosity) and one (0 vol.% porosity). The third parameter is
crystal shape, which was approximated by an ellipse major axis
with a roundness factor of 0.3 based on visual observations

[crystals are not perfectly euhedral, and are intermediate within
the range 0 (block) and 1 (ellipsoid)]. This procedure is a
requirement to enable correct stereological conversion of 2D
crystal size measurement to 3D CSDs by combining FOAMS
and CSDcorrections. Here we considered the crystals in terms
of their quantity, distribution, size and shape, as these rigid
element parameters will affect the rheology (cf. Pinkerton
and Stevenson, 1992; Mader et al., 2013) and reflect cooling
processes in the lava (cf. Crisp et al., 1994; Cashman et al.,
1999; Kolzenburg et al., 2017). Density measurements were
conducted on rock samples that were dried in an oven at 70◦C
for 24 h. The bulk density of the samples was measured via
the Archimedes method using samples wrapped with Parafilm
(Shea et al., 2010). The dense rock equivalent (DRE) was
then determined by measuring the volume of the powdered
samples using an Accupyc 1340 Helium Pycnometer. Finally,
the porosity of all rock samples was derived by applying the
formula of Houghton and Wilson (1989).

Chemical Analyses
Bulk rock major element analyses were carried out on four
samples (TOP2, TOP2-TMS, 2BO and CN) to characterize any
compositional differences between tree-contact lava (TOP2) and
the control sample (CN), as well as between the tree mold
and the root bowl (2BO). Additionally, sample TOP2-TMS was
analyzed to compare with the bulk TOP2 sample. Samples
were powdered (≤ 100 µm) with a PM100 Retsch planetary
crusher at the Laboratoire Magmas et Volcans (LMV, Université
Clermont Auvergne, France). Bulk rock major elements were
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FIGURE 4 | (A) Plan in vertical section of the studied tree mold and its inflation cleft (light brown). In blue are the sample locations. The area once occupied by the
standing of tree and its root system is given in gray, and new lava is black. Orange dots denote location of tree ash. (B) Plan in basal cross section of the root bowl.
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analyzed using Inductively Coupled Plasma-Atomic Emission
Spectroscopy (ICP-AES).

Trace element concentrations were analyzed for four bulk
samples (CN, TOP2, T5 and T3) and for five TMS samples
(TOP2-TMS, TOP2-TMS2, BOT-TMS, T5-TMS, T3-TMS).
Trace elements were analyzed using an Inductively Coupled
Plasma-Mass Spectrometer (ICP-MS). For major element
analysis, powdered samples were mixed with LiBO2, placed in
a graphite crucible, and melted in an induction oven at 1050◦C
for 4.5 min, resulting in a homogeneous glass bead. The glass
was then dissolved in a solution of deionized water and nitric
acid (HNO3) and finally diluted by a factor of 2000. The final
solutions were analyzed using a Jobin-Yvon Ultima-C ICP-AES.
Trace element concentrations were analyzed following a method
modified from Vlastélic et al. (2013). About 100 mg of sample
(powder and chip) was dissolved in 2 mL of 28 M HF and 1 mL
of 14 M HNO3 in a Teflon beaker for 36 h at 70◦C. Solutions
were evaporated to dryness at 70◦C. The fluoride residues were
reduced by repeatedly adding and evaporating a few drops of
concentrated HNO3 before being fully dissolved in ca. 20 mL
of 7 M HNO3. These solutions were diluted by a factor of 15
with 0.05 M HF (to reach a rock dilution factor of ca. 4000)
and trace element abundances were determined with an Agilent
7500 ICP-MS. The analyses were performed in plasma robust
mode (1550 W). The reaction cell (He mode) was used to reduce
interference on masses ranging from 45 (Sc) to 75 (As). The
signal was calibrated externally (every four samples) with a
reference basaltic standard (USGS BHVO-2) prepared similarly
to the other samples, and using the GeoReM recommended
values4. For elements that are not well characterized in the
literature (As, Bi, Tl), or which show evident heterogeneity (e.g.,
Pb) in BHVO-2 powder, the signal was calibrated using the
certified concentrations of a synthetic standard, which was also
repeatedly measured. The external reproducibility (2σ error) of
the method is 6% or less for lithophile elements and 15% or less
for chalcophile elements.

Additionally, we carried out volatile analysis on the same
set of samples as for trace element analysis, using a CHNS-O
Flash analyzer 2000 equipped with an MAS200R autosampler
(Thermo Fischer Inc.). For this analysis, 10 mg of powdered
sample was mixed with 10 mg of V2O5 to optimize combustion,
and flash combustion was carried out at 1800◦C. Volatiles were
then separated by a chromatographic column and analyzed with
a thermal conductivity detector.

Mineral and glass chemistry analyses were carried out on the
polished thin sections of CN, TOP1 and BOT using an electronic
microprobe CAMECA SX 100 (at 15 KeV with a 15 nA and 8 nA
current beam for minerals and glass, respectively). Compositional
data were then used to determine lava temperature using
the Helz and Thornber (1987) and Putirka et al. (2007)
geothermometers. Chemical maps were also produced from thin
sections or polished chips with the Scanning Electron Microscope
JEOL JSM-5910 LV. Additionally, we prepared double-polished
samples (TOP1 and TOP2-TMS2) to characterize any spatial
heterogeneity in H2O and CO2 concentration at the tree contact

4http://georem.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de/, last accessed the 28/02/2020.

using Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR). This
was carried out using a Bruker Vertex 70 spectrometer coupled
with a Hyperion microscope system following the methods
given in Mercier et al. (2010).

Thermal Analyses
To better constrain the cooling effect on lava textures, measure
the dissolved water content in partially crystallized samples, and
characterize the different steps of wood combustion, we used
simultaneous thermo-gravimetric analysis (TGA) and differential
scanning calorimetry (DSC). These analyses were carried out
on samples CN, TOP1, TOP2-TMS and BOT-TMS, together
with the wood sample. We used a TA Instruments SDT Q600
and a NETZSCH STA449C Jupiter TGA-DSC-MS at Lancaster
University (United Kingdom), employing methods already used
for analysis of volatile-poor volcanic rocks by Tuffen et al. (2010),
Denton et al. (2012), and Applegarth et al. (2013), and to wood
samples by Gašparovič et al. (2010).

The TGA technique continuously measures sample weight
during a controlled heating program, providing total volatile
concentrations and characterization of degassing patterns. DSC
data characterizes heat flow within the sample, recording
events such as crystallization, with peak areas directly
proportional to the enthalpy change during the phase transition
(Applegarth et al., 2013).

In parallel with the TGA-DSC analysis, three qualitative
experiments of wood combustion were performed at Lancaster
University. Three different-sized (2 × 1.5 mm diameter,
3 × 5 mm and 5 × 5.5 mm) cylinders were prepared from
the collected sample of Albizia wood and their weight and
volume recorded. Cylinders were then individually placed in a
Carbolite Gero 30–3000◦C oven and heated in air from ambient
to 400◦C at 30◦C min−1. The duration of wood combustion
and post-combustion sample mass were recorded. In order to
examine the effect of wood grainsize on the decomposition
reaction we carried out two experiments on wood powder with
different grainsizes (500–125 µm and 250–106 µm). Sample
preparation, measurement error and reproducibility, heating
programmes, and DSC calibration are described in detail in
Supplementary Materials 3 Supplementary Figures 5, 6 and
Supplementary Table 4.

RESULTS

Morphology of the Tree Mold
The studied tree mold, where the trunk stood while being
heated and burnt by the surrounding lava flow, is approximately
cylindrical and is 2.2 m deep and 0.59 m wide. A cavity at the
base of this vertical mold is approximately circular in plan and
semi-circular in section (Figures 3f, 4a,b). This cavity is a root
bowl of 0.9 m diameter and 1 m in height, and has four major
roots spreading radially away from it along the lava-substrate
interface (see Figure 4b for exact measurements). Cavities left by
the burnt-out roots are as wide as 0.8 m, can be followed for up to
3.3 m, and wood-ash covers a red oxidized soil along the floor of
each root. The mold itself displays two inflation clefts on one side
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of the mold (0.5 and 0.3 m high, respectively) and one large open
inflation crack on the opposite side, giving access to the root bowl
(Figure 4a). The tree mold displayed oxidation rings, with lava
color changing from red/brown near the surface to more metallic
tones toward the base (i.e., TOP2 is less metallic than 2BO), and a
gray/black color away from the contact. The top of the tree mold
shows clear imprints of the tree bark with remnant charcoal and
ash within samples.

Next to the mold, the unburnt trunk remains (Figure 3f).
Immersed in inflating S-type pāhoehoe, the base of the tree
eventually burnt through and the 5.4 m long exposed part of the
trunk fell onto the lava flow surface. In total, the entire trunk
was thus 7.6–7.9 m high (mold length plus unburnt trunk lying
on the lava flow surface). The combusted length of the trunk
thus varies between 2.2–2.5 m (equal to the mold depth), where
the non-combusted length was 5.4 m long. The lowermost 1.15
m of the felled trunk was charred; the uppermost 4.25 m was
gray and barkless. Branches and canopy of the felled tree added
a further 18 m to the height, meaning the total height of the
tree was 24–25 m.

Petrography and Texture
All lava samples (CN, TOP1, TOP2, MID, BOT) have a
porphyritic to glomeroporphyritic texture with phenocrysts and
microlites of olivine, plagioclase and minor pyroxene, within
a glassy or microlithic matrix. Most phenocrysts are euhedral,
with zoned plagioclases and frequently broken, subhedral
olivines. Vesicles are typically extensively interconnected and
characterized by convoluted, irregular shapes. The two samples
away from the tree contact (CN and MID-B) are qualitatively
distinguishable from the TMS samples. Sample CN displays
higher crystallinity and vesicularity, whereas MID-B contains
rounder, non-connected vesicles. In contrast, the tree-contact
samples (TOP2, MID-A and BOT) have a distinctive, thin
(0.5 mm) vesicle-rich layer that is not observed in far-field
sample CN. There are no other significant textural variations

from the top to the bottom of the tree mold (see Supplementary
Materials 1 Supplementary Figure 3). Root bowl sample 2BO
presents a markedly different texture from the other samples,
with a metallic, non-glassy surface. The veneer of this sample
is similar to that found in lava tube linings, which often
have smooth, glazed red-to-gray surfaces (cf. Allred, 1998;
Calvari and Pinkerton, 1999).

Sample densities vary between 1550 and 2230 kg m−3, with
a mean of 1895 ± 200 kg m−3 (Table 1). The Dense Rock
Equivalent (DRE) is 3010 ± 10 kg m−3 (measured with four
powdered samples; CN, TOP2, TOP2-TMS and 2BO). Sample
CN is the least dense sample (mean of 1550 kg m−3), while TOP1
density (mean of 1790 ± 100 kg m−3) is intermediate between
CN and all other samples (Table 1). There are no other vertical
variations in density within the remainder of the tree mold.

Sample porosities span 26–48% (mean values in Table 1)
and are shown in Figure 5. Heterogeneous porosity is observed
with distance from the tree and occurs over two spatial scales:
firstly, between the lava-tree contact samples (TOP1, TOP2,
MID, 2BO) and distal sample CN, and secondly, within each
sample at the tree mold. CN and TOP1 samples are more porous
(48% and 40%, respectively), which may reflect buoyant rise
of vesicles toward the lava flow surface (Wilmoth and Walker,
1993). Otherwise, all samples collected at the tree mold have
a lower porosity (close to, or in, the P-Type pāhoehoe field)
than CN (which is in the S-Type field; Figure 5). In this regard,
we use S-Type and P-Type pāhoehoe to define the density or
degassing state of the lava, where the “S” in S-type stands for
“spongey” to evoke the vesicle-rich nature of the sample, and
the “P” in P-type stands for “pipe-(vesicle-bearing)” as such
lava sometimes contains vertical pipes (Wilmoth and Walker,
1993). The key distinction is that P-Type is more degassed, and
hence denser, than S-Type (Harris et al., 2017), where we use
the vesicle content of 30–40% to distinguish between the two,
based on data collated in Harris and Rowland (2015). Porosity
at the tree contact varies between 26–40%, with the highest

TABLE 1 | Summary table for textural parameters measured in this study.

Name CN TOP1 TOP2 MID-A BOT 2BO

Density (kg m−3) 1553 1792 1900 1937 1833 2231

Porosity ? (%) 48 40 37 35 38 26

Tot Crystals (%) 30 13 25 26 19 43

Tot Crystals corr (%) 58 22 40 40 31 52

vol.% tot CSD 57.7 21.9 40.8 39.8 30.9 57.8

vol.% microlites 9 3 12 10 8 25

vol.% microphenocrysts 44 15 21 27 18 3

vol.% phenocrysts 4 4 8 3 4 30

vol.% microlites + microphenocrysts 53 18 33 37 26 28

Nv (mm3) 35.56 36.66 60.54 65.31 73.28 46.81

Nv corr (mm3) 68.39 62.13 96.10 100.48 118.19 57.09

Depth (m) 0.03 0.07 0.15 0.84 1.65 2

Cooling Rate (◦C min−1) 21 101 58 49 71 68

Tot Crystals is the total crystal percentage, Tot Crystals corrected is the total crystal percentage without vesicles. vol. % tot CSD, is the percentage of crystal obtained
from the CSD method. Nv is the number of vesicles per area (mm3). Depth is the distance of sampling from the top surface of the lava flow. Cooling rate is obtained using
microlites + microphenocrysts.
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FIGURE 5 | Density-derived porosity as a function of depth in the mold (median value with range for each sample). The vertical-dashed line defines the
porosity-defined limit between S-Type and P-Type pāhoehoe lava, as taken from data in Cashman et al. (1994), Harris and Rowland (2015), and Harris et al. (2017).

FIGURE 6 | Cumulative vesicle size distribution normalized to the control sample (CN). Most of the samples show an enrichment in vesicle size between 2 and
3 mm. TOP1 has seen a coalescence phenomenon which explains the depletion in the 2–3 mm range and increase > 5 mm (Thivet et al., 2020a).

values at the surface (TOP1) and the lowest value in the root
mold (2BO; Table 1). The latter sample has very small (0.5 mm)
rounded vesicles that appear largely isolated. However, the
connectivity measurements performed with the He-pycnometer
give values of vesicle connectivity and/or fracturing of 99%
for all samples.

Cumulative vesicle size distribution, normalized to the control
sample CN, shows differences between tree-contact and far-field
lava (Figure 6). All tree-contact samples have a higher vesicle
volume fraction, and, with the exception of surface sample TOP1,
the enrichment factor of vesicles in the predominant 2–3 mm
range is 30–55 times that found in CN. However, the proportion
of vesicles between 3–4 mm is lower than CN. The root bowl
sample (2BO) is enriched in 0.5 mm vesicles relative to CN. The

full vesicle size distributions for each sample are provided in
Supplementary Materials 1 Supplementary Figure 1.

The total vesicle-free crystal volume proportion varies
between 22% (TOP1) and 58% (CN), with a mean of 42%
(Table 1). The crystal population densities (CSD, Figure 7) for
all the samples range from −10.3 to 13.2 (ln of population
density, mm4) and are, as typical, inversely correlated with
crystal length (i.e., the trends indicate smaller populations of
larger crystals). The CSD slopes are not linear, with all lava
samples displaying upwardly concave CSD curves, a pattern
that has been observed in other volcanic rocks (Marsh, 1998;
Witter et al., 2016). Population densities are relatively consistent
between samples in the < 0.5 mm size fraction (TOP2 and
2BO show the highest crystal density per mm4, i.e., 12.6 and
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FIGURE 7 | CSD for each sample showing the population density (pop den) fraction versus the size of crystals. Dotted lines delimit the crystals families: microlites,
microphenocrysts and phenocrysts.

13.2 respectively, Supplementary Materials 1 Supplementary
Figure 1), but greater inter-sample variation occurs at larger
size fractions (> 1 mm). Three samples (CN, TOP1 and BOT)
have crystals > 10 mm in length. CSDs can be divided into
at least three crystal families (microlites, micro-phenocrysts
and phenocrysts in Figure 7), following the terminology
of Gurioli et al. (2014) and Salisbury et al. (2008), where
crystals of plagioclase in size ranges < 0.11 mm, 0.11–1.2 mm
and> 1.2 mm are considered to be microlites, microphenocrysts
and phenocrysts, respectively. A major change in crystal size is
represented by a change in slope in the CSD curve (Figure 7),
where each break in slope reflects a discrete nucleation event
(Thivet et al., 2020a). The exact crystal size at which the
slope change occurs differs from sample to sample. The lower
slope change occurs at 0.18 mm for TOP2, below which all
crystals are microlites, up to 0.47 mm for BOT. The upper limit
varies from 0.92 (TOP2) to 5 mm for CN, above which all
crystals are considered to be phenocrysts. Both limits concur
with the description of Marsh (1998). A fourth population is
distinguishable in three samples (CN, TOP1 and MID-A; see
Supplementary Materials 1 Supplementary Figure 2 for each
detailed sample CSD) with a break in slope at 1.2 − 2 mm. It
thus lies within the microphenocryst range, shows a possible sub-
division in the microphenocrysts, and extends the number of
nucleation events to four.

CSDs of CN, TOP, MID-A and BOT are characterized by
a break in slope at the transition between microlites and
microphenocrysts, which occurs between 0.18 mm (MID-A) and
0.47 mm (BOT; see Supplementary Materials 1 Supplementary
Figure 2). The microphenocryst population is volumetrically the
most important, accounting for> 75% of the total crystal volume.
The phenocryst population is the smallest of the three crystal

populations, accounting for< 8% vol. for all samples (CN, TOP1,
TOP2, MID, BOT and 2BO). Sample 2BO is texturally distinct,
having a larger fraction of microlites (25 vol.%, as opposed
to ≤ 12 vol.% in all other samples), and phenocrysts (30 vol.%,
as opposed to ≤ 8 vol.%), and being poor in microphenocrysts
(3 vol.%; Table 1).

Chemical Analyses
Bulk chemistry results reveal a basaltic composition with a mean
of 50.1 wt.% SiO2 and 3.0 wt.% alkalis (Mg# = 0.75), except
for sample 2BO, which is slightly more alkali-rich (3.7 wt.%;
Table 2). Trace element analyses are presented in Figure 8,
with concentrations normalized to the control sample or the
bulk composition, to highlight any heterogeneity attributable
to interactions with the tree. Results show that tree-contact
samples (TMS) are significantly enriched in chalcophile elements
with respect to the control sample (Figure 8). In particular,
enrichment factors (CN normalized concentrations) for Pb,
Tl and Cd are 2.5, 3.5 and 3.4 respectively in TOP2-TMS.
Similarly, samples T3 and T5 from the J74 lava-trees display
enrichment factors (Figure 8; concentration ratio of tree mold
surface/control samples) of 4.5 (Tl), 2 (Cr), 2.5 (Ag and Sn)
and 1.5 (Rb). Other trace elements show no divergence between
the bulk compositions and CN (see Supplementary Materials 2
Supplementary Table 1 for all data).

CHNS-O analyses reveal that all TMS samples (TOP2-TMS,
BOT-TMS, T3-TMS, T5-TMS) are enriched in CO2 (0.22 vs 0.12
wt.%) relative to bulk samples (CN, 2BO, T3 and T5), and all
are significantly more CO2-rich than the control sample (< 0.05
CO2 wt.%, Figure 9). Small glassy chips carefully handpicked
from the irregular tree-contact surface have even higher CO2
concentrations (0.28 wt.% for TOP2-TMS2). Similarly, the J74
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TABLE 2 | Bulk composition (ICP-AES) of the collected samples from the 27th June Pāhoa lava flow, near the tree-mold (TOP1, TOP2, MID-A, BOT).

Oxide wt.% Bulk Chemistry

CN TOP2 TOP2_TMS 2BO Analytical error

SiO2 50.08 50.09 50.23 50.17 0.70

Al2O3 13.55 13.48 13.60 13.54 4.01

Fe2O3 (tot) 12.16 12.16 12.16 12.05 3.24

MgO 7.04 7.01 6.90 7.05 1.36

CaO 11.30 11.18 11.39 11.02 0.70

Na2O 2.32 2.39 2.26 2.52 2.71

K2O 0.65 0.70 0.76 1.14 2.37

TiO2 2.42 2.39 2.43 2.38 0.21

MnO 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.84

P2O5 0.25 0.23 0.26 0.27 7.01

Ba 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 8.36

Sr 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 3.65

LOI −0.28 −0.24 −0.30 −0.39 –

Total% 99.69 99.61 99.91 99.97 –

Analytical error is 2σ . LOI is given by H2O+ + H2O−.

FIGURE 8 | Trace element diagrams for (A) samples in contact with tree as normalized to the control sample (CN); (B) the J74 lava flow: two samples in contact with
tree (T3-TMS and T5-TMS) as normalized to their bulk composition (T3-bulk and T5-bulk, respectively).

tree-contact samples (T5-TMS and T3-TMS) are enriched in
CO2 (0.35 and 0.41 wt.%), in comparison to bulk sample
concentrations of 0.13 and 0.26 wt.%, respectively (Figure 9).
Conversely, H2O concentrations are constant (∼0.13 wt.%) in
all Pāhoa lava samples (including TOP2-TMS, TOP2-TMS2 and
BOT-TMS), whereas the J74 samples show clear enrichment at

the tree surface contact (i.e., T3-TMS and T5-TMS), reaching up
to 0.37 wt.%. Overall, the Pāhoa samples are less volatile-rich than
those from lava-tree contacts of the J74 lava trees. SO2 and NO2
concentrations were below detection limits.

Backscattered electron image and semi-quantitative chemical
maps were produced for TOP2-TMS sample, chosen due
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FIGURE 9 | CHNS-O values for CO2 and H2O for (A) samples in contact with tree, and (B) the J74 samples. Samples in contact with tree are enriched in meteoric
volatiles (CO2). The handpicking method increases this discrepancy, as shown by the concentration in CO2 for BOT-TMS and TOP2-TMS2 affects.

to its large diversion from the bulk lava composition (see
Supplementary Materials 2 Supplementary Figure 4). These
images show a clear contrast between the tree-contact rim
of the sample and its interior. The rim, which is ≤ 10 µm
wide, is enriched in Fe, S and K and contains abundant oxide
microlites. Beyond this rim, a 50–100 µm-wide zone appears Na-
depleted, while further way the sample is enriched in Na and Ca.
Mg remains constant everywhere (Supplementary Materials 2
Supplementary Figure 4).

Lava flow emplacement temperatures calculated using olivine-
glass geothermometers range between 1125–1145◦C and absolute
error is 60◦C (see Supplementary Materials 2 Supplementary
Table 2). This compares with typical eruption temperatures
of around 1155◦C (mean from Table 1 of Helz et al., 2003),
where cooling by 1◦C km−1 is expected for a mature tube
(Keszthelyi, 1995; Helz et al., 2003; Witter and Harris, 2007), so
that temperatures of around 1135–1140◦C are expected at the end
of a tube system extending 15–20 km, which is the case here.

Thermal Measurements and Combustion
TGA results reveal a distinction between degassing of volatiles
from meteoric sources at low temperature, and magmatic
volatiles at high temperature (Denton et al., 2012; Figure 10).
Predominant mass loss occurring at relatively low temperatures,
around 365◦C, is greater for TMS samples (loss of ∼0.06 wt.%
for TOP2-TMS) than the equivalent loss for far-field samples

(e.g., 0.01 wt.% for CN). This is clearly illustrated by the rate of
weight loss (dTGA) curve, which shows a stronger degassing peak
at∼365◦C for TOP2 (Figure 10). The second major (but smaller-
magnitude) mass loss event occurs around 1100◦C, with similar
amplitude for both TMS and far-field samples (TOP2 and CN).
The total mass loss from samples ranges from 0.10–0.14 wt.% and
is similar to the loss range measured with the CHNS-O method
(0.10–0.28 wt.% for TOP2-TMS).

The DSC results characterize the exothermic peak related
to crystallization during cooling, over a range of cooling rates
(2–80◦C min−1) relevant to subaerial lavas (Figure 11). The
measured enthalpy is converted to a volumetric proportion
of crystallization as given by Applegarth et al. (2013), where
complete crystallization releases 209 J g−1:

%crystallisation =

(
enthalpy

[
J.g−1]

209 [J.g−1]

)
× 100.

Our experiments reveal that there is an inverse relationship
between the cooling rate (dT/dt) and extent of in situ
crystallization during cooling (Table 1), which is best expressed
with an exponential trend X = 72.503e−0.014(dT/dt) (Figure 11).
Experiments at the lowest cooling rate (1–2◦C min−1) induce
almost complete crystallization (up to 80–90% in some samples),
whereas only 20–30% crystallization occurs at higher cooling
rates of 80◦C min−1. At cooling rates between 80 and 5◦C min−1
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FIGURE 10 | TG and dTGA curves with temperature for TOP2-TMS and CN. Major mass loss occurred at low T (i.e., between 300 and 450◦C with a peak at
364.6◦C) and is far greater for TOP2-TMS (–0.057%, red arrows) than for CN (–0.010%, black arrows), which corresponds to meteoric degassing. The second mass
loss occurred at high T (i.e., ± 1100◦C) and is in the same range for both samples, which corresponds to a magmatic degassing.

FIGURE 11 | Crystallization percentage with cooling rate for TGA-DSC values, obtained with both machines. The color of the symbols corresponds to the different
samples. The triangles, circles, squares, and diamonds represent the individual experimental results, whereas the crosses are inferred natural cooling rates based on
the measured crystallinity of samples (using CSD method and the general trend equation). Most of the samples in contact with tree show a higher cooling rate than
CN not in contact with tree.

the proportion of crystallization is largely consistent between
samples (Figure 11; variation of < 15% crystallization at a
given cooling rate), but greater discrepancy occurs at the slowest
cooling rates (e.g. ∼63 to ∼90% crystallization at 1–2◦C min−1).

Experimental results can be related to natural sample textures
when the crystallinity is calculated with CSDcorrection, and thus
the approximate natural cooling rate can be retrieved using the
exponential trend. In reality the conditions are slightly different,
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FIGURE 12 | TGA and DSC curves with temperature for the Albizia tree wood sample. (A) DSC curve shows a trough at the same temperature as dTGA which
means that most of the heat is being produced by volatilization. (B) TGA curve corresponding to mass loss, which is correlates with devolatilization. Most of the
mass (mean −81%) is lost at low temperature (365.3◦C).

in that the experimental lava is completely degassed during
crystallization and cooling (e.g., Applegarth et al., 2013), whereas
the natural lava retains some volatiles as characterized in the
final quenched samples. However, this mismatch is not expected
to significantly influence the relationship between crystallization
percentage and cooling rate for the lower volatile concentrations
involved. Inferred cooling rates (Figure 11) range from low
values for crystal-rich, far-field sample (CN, ∼30◦C min−1) to
higher values for tree-contact samples (63 and 95◦C min−1

respectively for BOT and TOP1; see Table 1 for inferred cooling
rate values). Lower cooling rates are regarded as typical for the
upper surface of a lava flow without tree interactions.

The DSC signal during wood heating (Figure 12A) indicates a
strongly endothermic event with a peak at 366.7◦C. This closely
corresponds with the degassing peak (dTGA in Figures 12A,B)
and indicates a common process. The mean enthalpy of
devolatilization from five sub-sample repeats is 261.58 ± 21.04 J
g−1 (see Supplementary Materials 3 Supplementary Figure 5a).

Note that this experiment was conducted in an oxygen-free
(N2) environment, so the exothermic combustion phase was
not characterized – this experiment therefore most appropriately
simulates the anoxic part of the tree mold, where insignificant
atmospheric ingress occurs. Nonetheless, the temperature range
of devolatilization in our anoxic experiments, with ignition at
367◦C, broadly matched that of Babrauskas (2002), who give
ignition temperatures in the presence of oxygen over the range
300–365◦C, and Fons (1950) (345◦C). The TGA results for the
Albizia wood sample (Figure 12B) show the onset of major
mass loss at 250–280◦C, which corresponds with the initiation
of visual smoke emission (around 280◦C). The degassing event
of Figure 12B involved a total mass loss of 81.6 wt.% (mean
for all runs was 86.1 ± 3.2 wt.%; see Supplementary Materials
3 Supplementary Figure 5b), with a maximum mass loss
rate (dTGA peak) at 365◦C. There is insignificant mass loss
above 400◦C, indicating that thermal breakdown reactions have
approached completion. To investigate potential kinetic effects at
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the imposed heating rates of 40◦C min−1 we characterized the
influence of wood grainsize (500–125 µm and 250–106 µm) on
the degassing peak position, and found a degassing lag of 20-30◦C
for the larger grainsizes (i.e., 500–125 µm; see Supplementary
Materials 3 Supplementary Figure 5c).

DISCUSSION

Textural and DSC analyses indicate that a thin (≤ 5 mm)
layer around the tree mold underwent faster cooling than the
surrounding (far-field) lava and the flow surface, due to heat
transfer from lava into the tree. The Albizia tree studied here is
a poor thermal conductor and has a high heat capacity due to its
high water content (∼54% moisture content in a growing tree5;
Wood Data Base, 2019), which leads to the strongly endothermic
devolatilization reaction quantified via DSC. Its presence thus
appears to have enhanced lava cooling at the lava-tree contact –
an effect that is quantified below in Stage 1 of our thermal model.
We also observe that endothermic devolatilization accompanied
the major phase of mass loss of the tree, as revealed by the wood
TGA analysis, which involves drying and devolatilization. This
mass loss of 86% is somewhat higher than that encountered for
Douglas Fir trees during exposure to fire (10–50%; Mell et al.,
2009), but likely relates to the transitory/short-term exposure
to fire heat during passage of a wild fire, with thus incomplete
combustion, as opposed to permanent/long-term exposure of the
tree to the heat source during flooding by lava.

As the tree loses its mass, the released volatiles (predominantly
H2O and CO2) will interact with neighboring lava. This is
indicated by the elevated CO2 concentrations in a TMS sample
(TOP2-TMS) as determined with CHNS-O analysis (0.10–0.28
wt.%, vs. < 0.04 for CN; Figure 9), and by the greater volatile
mass loss in TGA experiments: 0.14 wt.% (TOP2-TMS) vs 0.10
wt.% (CN; Figure 10). Variations between J74 (T3-TMS and
T5-TMS) and Pāhoa (TOP2-TMS, TOP2-TMS2, BOT-TMS) lava
tree samples may reflect a variable interaction depending on tree
type, size, density and water content. Our experimentally derived
constraints on CO2 uptake are the diffusivity of CO2 in the lava,
which is strongly temperature-controlled, and the solubility of
CO2 in basalt. At relevant magmatic temperatures (1125–1145◦C,
Table 2) CO2 solubility is negligible, both at atmospheric pressure
and over the restricted range of plausible pressures encountered
within a thin lava flow (< 2 bar). Therefore, the uptake of
detectable CO2 by the lava may require either (1) retrograde CO2
solubility so as to increase cooling lava, as established for water
(Ryan et al., 2015) but not yet proven for CO2, or (2) physical
incorporation of carbon-rich wood or charcoal into the lava,
e.g., during energetic streaming of exsolved volatiles into the still
low-viscosity neighboring melt prior to its quenching.

Thermal perturbations at the tree-lava contact are significant,
as demonstrated by three observations. First, the thin (≤ 5 mm)
quenched TMS lava layer proves that a large temperature gradient
existed between the hot lava (∼1135◦C) and tree (∼25◦C, the
typical ambient temperature for Pāhoa). Second, the heating

5www.wood-database.com, last accessed the 22/05/2019.

phase of combustion allows devolatilization, an endothermic
reaction, to occur, as shown by the DSC experiment. Third,
the experimentally determined relationship between crystallinity
and cooling rate, combined with measurements of sample
crystallinity using CSDcorrection, demonstrates faster cooling at
the tree-lava contact around the walls of the mold than at the
lava flow surface. According to the lava cooling model of Hon
et al. (1994) and our data for CN, the lava surface cools at a
rate of 10–30◦C min−1 during the first hour after emplacement,
whereas the tree-contact lava surface cooled at ≥ 70◦C min−1

during the first hour.
The slight discrepancy between crystallization proportions in

different samples at the same cooling rates reflects the more
silicic residual melt composition at high degrees of crystallization
(Forbes et al., 2014), which slows crystal growth and makes
final crystallinity more sensitive to the density of nucleation
sites. Nucleation site density will be influenced by the number
density of existing crystals that remain incompletely melted
during the initial heating to 1250◦C (Applegarth et al., 2013),
and then act as nucleii for cooling-triggered crystallization. This
density is likely to vary from sample to sample with subtle
variations in CSD. The sharp size variation at ∼0.5 mm in the
CSD of CN, TOP1, MID-A and BOT (Figure 7) is considered
a nucleation phenomenon, which is missing from the other
distribution curves (Supplementary Materials 1 Supplementary
Figure 2). At small sizes (< 0.4 mm), decreasing crystal density
was most likely caused by physical processes such as crystal
coalescence and Ostwald ripening (Schiavi et al., 2009). Extreme
slope changes within CSDs strongly indicate separate nucleation
events (Marsh, 1998) and, therefore, different populations. Rapid
changes in cooling rate, induced by events such as an active
lava encountering a tree, may produce breaks in slope in
CSD plots and thus produce two distinct populations as the
nucleation rate of the lava varies before and after the encounter.
Phenocrysts are taken to represent crystals that grew prior to
the lava emplacement, and thus inform on the crystal content
in the magmatic chamber and/or the conduit prior the eruption,
rather than processes in operation during flow emplacement (cf.
Lipman and Banks, 1987). Instead, the microphenocrysts and
microlites nucleated during cooling of the lava flow (cf. Crisp
et al., 1994; Cashman et al., 1999) or due to enhanced cooling
when placed in direct contact with the tree. However, isolation
of the effect of tree-contact on nucleation and crystallization
is not possible. This is because the fraction of nucleation and
crystallization prior the contact with the tree is entangled with the
fraction of nucleation and crystallization due to the interaction
with the tree.

We find that lava in contact with the tree is less porous
(33%) than the far-field lava (i.e., 59% for CN, at 40 m distance;
Figure 4), but with larger vesicles, and matches the definition
of a P-Type pāhoehoe (< 30–40% porosity), i.e., it is degassed.
Instead, CN is described as a S-Type pāhoehoe (> 30–40%
porosity). We suggest that the dominant, large vesicle population
witnessed in proximity to the tree relates to the passage of a large
volume of released gas from the tree into the lava, which may
have also acted to trap and extract the smaller bubble population.
This passage of gas into the surrounding lava may also have
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helped to create anomalies in the chemical composition of the
lava at the tree-contact, where we see here an enrichment in
CO2 and H2O at the lava-tree contact. Previously characterized
chemical anomalies in lava related to interactions with trees have
also included enrichment in native iron, ilmenite and f O2 (Searle,
1958; Wasilewski et al., 2000).

Retarded cooling may also occur if a significant phase of
exothermic combustion followed the initial endothermic heating
phase, as suggested by the texture of the thin tree mold surface,
together with the thermometry estimates. The temperature of
samples collected from close to the tree mold do appear to be
systematically higher than far-field sample CN (1127–1138◦C as
opposed to 1125–1132◦C). Although this temperature difference
is significantly smaller than the absolute error in temperature
reconstruction (∼60◦C; Putirka, 2008), the relative differences
are consistent with the lava having undergone a phase of
localized heating in proximity to the burning tree. In this
regard, maximum temperatures in wood fuels can be as high
as 1430–1530◦C, with thick flames normally burning at around
1030◦C (Vines, 1981; Robinson, 1991). Fires burning in the
tree mold thus may have a heating effect if a flame sustained
for long enough in contact with the lava (Anderson, 1968;
Dickinson and Johnson, 2001). We consider how long each
of these heating and cooling phases may have lasted below in
the thermal model.

Finally, whereas all samples have a bulk composition
consistent with products of the last twenty years of rift zone
eruptions from Kilauea (Thornber et al., 2003), the lava at
the tree contact is enriched in the chalcophile trace elements.
This can be explained by fast cooling preventing release of
these elements, as inferred for scoriae (Vlastélic et al., 2013)
or by chemical contamination from wood ash (Zhan et al.,
1996). Quenching then stalls species diffusion within the lava,
preventing widespread ingress of volatile species into the
surrounding lava and instead creating a thin (≤ 5 mm) quenched
and enriched layer at the tree contact surface. Moreover, the
dendritic form of the oxide is due to a fast growth effect in
response to a fast cooling (e.g., Applegarth et al., 2013). These
observations and measurements allow us to build a three-stage
thermal model for the temporal evolution of the heat loss from
(and cooling of) lava encountering and engulfing a tree.

A Thermal Model for Heat Losses
Involved in Tree Combustion and Mold
Formation
Here we develop a thermal model that incorporates our textural,
chemical and thermal results to provide a first quantitative
description of heat transfer during tree mold formation.
Following our observations (Figure 2), we divide the model into
three stages (Figure 13). The first stage is tree-heating and drying,
during which heat flows from the lava to the tree (Figure 13A).
The second is tree-combustion, during which heat flows from
the tree to the lava due to exothermic reactions ongoing during
combustion (Figure 13B). The third, and final, stage is that of
mold-formation, during which heat escapes through the cave

(or pipe) system left in the cooling lava flow by complete
combustion of the tree trunk and its root bowl (Figure 13C).

Stage 1: Heating and Drying
The first stage of the thermal model (Figure 13A) describes the
initial heat exchange between the lava and the tree to dry and heat
the tree prior to combustion. Hence, this flux is Qdry. Following
the forest fire literature (Thomas et al., 1964; Van Wagner, 1967),
when engulfed by lava, the above-surface part of the tree (trunk
and canopy) will be heated by radiation, and the buried part
will be heated by conduction (cf. Anderson, 1968; Dickinson and
Johnson, 2001). In both cases energy is transferred from the lava
to heat and then evaporate water within the tree-wood, which
our results show lead to a loss of ∼54% of the tree’s bulk mass
(wood + volatiles). Energy is also transferred from the lava to
the tree to heat the tree from ambient temperature to its ignition
temperature. This all draws heat from the lava by either radiation
or conduction (cf. Honda, 1998).

Van Wagner (1967) gives a solution for the heat transferred
from an approaching forest fire to nearby trees, where the fire
dries and heats the tree before initiating combustion:

Qdry =
M

100 w Cp(H2O) (Tboil − Tamb)+
M

100 w LH20

+ Cp(wood) w
(
Tign − Tamb

)
The first term describes the energy required to heat the water

in the tree to boiling point, in which M is the wood moisture
content (54%), w is the weight of fuel per unit area, Cp(H20) is the
specific heat capacity of water (4.18 kJ/kg K), and Tboil is 100◦C
[see Byram et al. (1952), TenWolde et al. (1988) and Ragland et al.
(1991) for temperature-dependent thermal properties of wood].
The second term describes the energy involved in vaporizing
water contained within the tree, where LH20 is latent heat of
evaporation (2260 kJ/kg). Finally, the third term describes energy
involved in heating from ambient (Tamb, 25◦C) to ignition (Tign,
∼400◦C) temperature, in which Cp(wood) is the specific heat
capacity of the wood (1.76 kJ/kg K). The advantage of this
solution is that it includes both radiative and conductive losses,
and avoids the difficult-to-solve issue of defining flame emissivity
(cf. Hottel, 1954; Yuen and Tien, 1977; Harris, 2013).

Given the total height of the main tree trunk (mold
depth + non-combusted trunk length) of 7.6 m and the trunk
radius of 0.3 m, we have a trunk volume of 2.1 m3 which, for wet
and dry wood densities of 950 and 600 kg m−3, converts to a mass
of 1975 kg for the water-charged tree (for use in terms 1 and 2)
and 1250 kg for the dried-out tree trunk (for use in term 3). For
our tree surface area of 14 m2, this gives a weight of fuel per unit
area of 140 kg m−2 for the wet case, and 90 kg m−2 for the dry
case. This yields 2500, 17100 and 5900 kJ m−2 required to (1)
heat the tree-water to boiling point, (2) vaporize the water, and
(3) heat the wood to combustion point, respectively.

While Babrauskas (2002) gives 4.3 kW m−2 as the minimum
energy flux required for ignition of a tree, Bilbao et al. (2001)
give a value of 10–55 kW m−2 to trigger the transition from
smoldering to ignition. Given that this transition occurred over
a period of 11 to 900 s (Bilbao et al., 2001), this converts to a
typical value of 50–9000 kJ m−2 required to trigger combustion.
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FIGURE 13 | Cartoon showing the three-step model for tree mold formation (cf. Figure 2): (A) heating and drying, (B) combustion, (C) skylight. Qheat, combustion
heat loss; Qblow, tree mold heat loss; Qrad , radiative heat loss; Qconv, convected heat loss; Qcond , conducted heat loss; Vair , air exit speed; Tair , air temperature in
the root mold (see text).

Our total value for Qdry (25 500 kJ m−2) is well in excess of
this threshold, and so we have a heat flux environment highly
favorable to combustion.

Following our experiments, we can also write the heat budget
for stage 1 in terms of work consumed in the vaporization process
(Qvap), heat of enthalpy (Qenth) and work done in heating the
wood to ignition temperature (Qheat). Here,

Qvap = mH2OLH2O+

Qenth = mH2O+CO2 E

Qheat = mwoodCp(wood)(Tign − Tamb)

in which mH 2O is the mass of water heated and vaporized,
LH2O+ is the energy involved in heating the water to boiling
point and then vaporizing it (2600 kJ kg−1, Keszthelyi, 1995),
E is enthalpy, mH2O+CO2 is the mass of tree converted to water
and carbon dioxide, and mwood is the mass of dry wood. Given
that (1) 54% of the mass of the tree is water, and (2) 86% of
the wet wood mass is converted to volatiles (H2O and CO2)
we obtain mH2O, mH 2O+CO2 and mwood of 1065, 1700 and
175 kg, respectively. This, with our measured value for enthalpy
(500 kJ kg−1), gives Qvap, Qenth and Qheat of 2.8, 0.9 and 0.1 GJ,
respectively. The total of 3.8 GJ (Supplementary Materials 4
Supplementary Table 5) compares with 3.6 GJ calculated using
the Van Wagner (1967) method. While the Van Wagner (1967)
approach is theoretical, our approach is measurement driven.
If the theory and measurement are in-line, then we have more
confidence in both. The consistency between the two results
thus gives us confidence in there being around 3.7 GJ of energy
lost from the lava during drying and heating of the tree, and
that the equations given here are appropriate to be applied
to model stage 1.

To convert the energy (in Joules) to heat flux (in Watts)
we need to constrain the duration of stage 1. At 12:02

(Hawaiian Standard Time) on October 24, 2014, the lava flow
front was just 170 m west of the tree (Figure 3). Given an advance
rate of 400 m/day (Patrick et al., 2017), the lava would have
reached the tree around 10 h later at 22:00. This is not consistent
with a thermal image acquired around 22:00 that shows the tree
had already been felled. That is, the lower part of the tree had
dried, heated and burnt, removing support to the trunk so that
the tree had been felled by 22:00. Harris and Thornber (1999)
describe pāhoehoe advance on Kilauea during the night of 10–12
August 1997, showing that advance rates can be highly variable
over a period of just a few hours, recording an increase from
200 to 1000 m/day over 9 h. Given a value of 1000 m/day as
the shorter endmember for the arrival time, the flow front would
have advanced the 170 m to the tree in 4 h, for a more likely
arrival time of around 16:30. This means that stage 1 lasted no
more than six hours. That is, interaction began around 16:30
when the lava arrived at the tree, and was over 6 h later, by 22:00,
when stage 1 was observed to have been completed. This means
that heat fluxes during stage 1 (Qtree−stage1) were of the order
of 105 W.

Following Hon et al. (1994), surface temperatures (Tsurf ) on a
cooling pāhoehoe crust can be calculated to have declined from
around 800◦C upon emplacement to 195◦C after six hours. Thus,
the standing tree would have been exposed to temperatures in
excess of 200◦C for the best part of the six hours. According to
Martin (1963), injury to a tree will occur (i.e., damage to plant
tissue will begin) in just a few minutes after first exposure to
the hot lava flow surface. Injury will then become progressively
worse until the interaction becomes fatal to the tree (Martin,
1963). Thus between exposure to high temperatures through
the time the tree was still standing, the tree was undergoing
increasing degrees of injury until what Martin (1963) terms
“lethal” conditions were reached, and stage 1 ended. That is the
intensity and duration of the heating was sufficient so as to allow
the tree to complete stage 1 (drying and heating) and enter into
stage 2 (combustion).

Frontiers in Earth Science | www.frontiersin.org 18 June 2020 | Volume 8 | Article 233

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/earth-science
https://www.frontiersin.org/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/earth-science#articles


feart-08-00233 June 29, 2020 Time: 18:51 # 19

Biren et al. Thermal Model for Lava→ Tree Interactions

Stage 2: Combustion
The second stage of our thermal model involves combustion of
the tree wood remaining in the tree mold (Figure 13B). Once the
ignition temperature is reached, the cellulose, hemicellulose and
lignin components of the wood are exothermically transformed
into volatiles and charcoal (our data). This stage may have thus
added chemical elements to the lava surrounding the tree mold.
In this regard, although Searle (1958) reports penetration of
basalt into shrinkage cracks in charcoal, we are not aware of
reports of mixing of combustion-liberated volatiles with the lava
itself. Moreover, heat released from combustion likely acted to
arrest post-quenching lava cooling at the tree-contact, potentially
providing more time for degassing and facilitating the transition
from S-Type to P-Type pāhoehoe adjacent to the tree mold.

In such a combustion system reactions become exothermic
(Kuo, 2005; Glassman et al., 2014) and heat transfer from flames
and combusting wood to the surrounding environment is by
radiation and conduction (cf. Anderson, 1968; Viskanta, 1987;
Dickinson and Johnson, 2001). Our wood DSC analysis shows
that the energy released during this exothermic combustion stage
is of the order of 104 W m−2. The heat transfer back into the lava
(Qcombust) can thus be described by:

QCombust = mcombustLcombust

in which mcombust is the mass of wood combusted and Lcombust is
the latent heat of combustion (20 MJ kg−1). We apply this to the
mass of wood that was entirely combusted, as given by the space
vacated by the trunk to create the tree and root mold system. This
has a volume of 1.4 m3, which when wet (density = 950 kg m−3)
would have had a mass of 1325 kg. Our experiments give a mass
reduction factor due to combustion by 0.088, so that mcombust
would have been 120 kg for a Qcombust of 2.4 GJ. This is consistent
with Honda (1998, 1999) who showed that a larch tree engulfed
by lava at Mt. Fuji (Japan) was capable of generating 120 and
10 MJ kg−1 due to combustion of H2 and CO, respectively; which
were together capable of giving out 42 GJ of energy.

With an energy release of 104 W m−2 (the energy of
combustion calculated here) and a perimeter surface area of
9.4 m2 (for the tree mould and root system, i.e., the perimeter of
the space vacated by combusted material), we obtain a heat flux
of 95 kW. This is consistent with burn simulations by McGrattan
et al. (2000) who give heat release rates due to combustion of
50–1200 kW. These results (2.3 × 109 J of energy released at
a flux of 95 kW) give a seven-hour burn time. This period is
consistent with our burn experiments (Supplementary Materials
4 Supplementary Figure 7), which can be best fitted (R2 = 0.8)
with the relation y = 111 ln(x)+ 522, in which y is time in minutes
to convert all remaining mass to ash and x is trunk diameter in
meters. Given a trunk diameter of 0.6 m, this gives a burn time
of 7.75 h. This means that the section of the trunk and its root
system buried by the lava took between 7 and 8 h to fully combust.
During this time, thermal conditions inside the mold would have
been held at flame temperature. This would have caused the lava
cooling trend to be placed on hold, and even reversed, that is,
the contact surface lava could have been reheated by the flames,
during this second stage of tree mold formation.

Stage 3: Skylight
In the last stage of the thermal model the Albizia tree has
entirely combusted, and an open pipe system is created in which
temperatures are high, and in which the vertical tree-mold acts
as a skylight in a lava tube system (cf. Witter and Harris, 2007;
Figure 13C). At this point, there is no chemical or textural
interaction between tree and lava, but the presence of the tree
mold affects the lava cooling. As with the model of Keszthelyi
(1995), the residual heat in the cooling lava around the mold
will heat the air in the tree-root mold system, where the hot air
will then blow out of the skylight. This will remove heat from
the lava surrounding the mold, once again accelerating cooling
rates (cf. Witter and Harris, 2007). However, the effect of fluxing
hot air through the root mold part of the system may hold
the temperature at a level high enough to further enhance the
creation of a glazed veneer as observed around the root mold
(cf. Allred, 1998).

Following Keszthelyi (1995) and Witter and Harris (2007) the
heat flux from such a system can be expressed in terms of heat
carried by the hot air blowing out of the mold-system (Qblow) and
radiation direct to space (Qrad−mold):

Qblow = Uair
(
Tair−heated − Tamb

)
ρair Cp(air)

Qrad−mould = ε σ
(
T4

air−heated − T4
amb

)
Here, Uair is the velocity of the air blowing out of the tree mold,
ρair is the hot air density (0.24 kg m−3) and Cp(air) is the specific
heat capacity of the hot air (1223 J/kg K), ε is emissivity and σ is
the Stefan-Boltzmann constant. For a typical Uair encountered
at skylights in lava tubes (2 m s−1; Witter and Harris, 2007)
and Tair−heated of 1000◦C, this gives Qblow of 0.6 MW m−2 and
Qrad−mold of 0.1 MW m−2. Given a perimeter area of 9.4 m2 for
the horizontal and vertical pipes making up the trunk and root
mold system, and a cross-sectional area to the vertical portion of
the mold these convert to 5.44 and 0.04 MW, for a total loss from
the open system of 5.48 MW. Following Hon et al. (1994), the
interior of a 2.2 m thick lobe of pāhoehoe will take 660 hours to
cool below 1070◦C. This will approximately be the time that the
tree mold will be subject to heating by air at such temperatures.
Thus, during this phase, 1270 GJ (= 5.48 MW × 660 hours)
will be liberated.

Comparison With “Tree-Free” Conditions
We now assess to what extent the heat flux from the lava would
have been enhanced by the presence of the tree over a tree-
free case, and whether the presence of the tree, theoretically,
could have increased the lava cooling rate. Following Keszthelyi
and Denlinger (1996), radiative (Qrad) and convective (Qconv)
heat fluxes from tree-free lava can be approximated by
Stefan Boltzmann,

Qrad = σε(Tsurf
4
− Tamb

4)

and the convective heat transfer coefficient (hc),

Qconv = hc(Tsurf − Tamb).
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Using an emissivity (ε) of 0.95 and hc of 50 W m−2 K
(Keszthelyi, 2003), we obtain a total heat flux from the pāhoehoe
surface, for a tree-free scenario, of 105 W upon emplacement
(Tsurf = 800◦C). This would have declined to 104 W after six
hours (Tsurf = 195◦C). This means that, locally, the presence of
the tree would have caused total heat fluxes to have been doubled
upon arrival of the lava at the tree during stage 1, where the
additional heat flux due to the presence of the tree is also 105 W
(Supplementary Materials 4 Supplementary Table 5). By the
end of stage 1 (i.e., after a maximum of six hours), the presence of
the tree would have enhanced the total heat flux by up to an order
of magnitude (over tree-free conditions) as the additional heat
loss due to the presence of the tree would still have been 105 W
(Supplementary Materials 4 Supplementary Table 5).

Cooling rates of the interior of the flow per unit distance
(dT/dx) can be approximated from total heat loss (Qtot) in
Keszthelyi and Self (1996),

dT
dx
=

Qtot

v d ρ Cp

in which v is flow velocity (0.01 m s−1 in this case, from 1000 m
day−1), d is flow depth (2 m, the typical depth of inflated
pāhoehoe after six hours following Hon et al., 1994), ρ is lava
bulk density (2000 kg m−3, our values), and cp is lava specific
heat capacity (1225 J/kg K; Keszthelyi and Denlinger, 1996). For
the tree-free case where Qtot is 105 W, we obtain 1.95◦C m−1. If
we add the tree-related heat flux, as argued above, Qtot doubles to
2 × 105 W and the cooling rate increases to 5.00◦C m−1. In the
tree-free case, the decline in Qtot to 104 W after six hours should
mean that the cooling rate declines to 0.21◦C m−1 at this time.
However, the effect of continued heat exchange between the lava
and the tree at a rate of 105 W would increase the value at 3.26◦C
m−1. Thus, at the lava-tree contact, enhanced heat transfer from
the lava should increase the cooling rate, and then maintains the
cooling rate at higher-than-normal levels until the tree begins
to combust and enter stage 2. In this regard, Searle (1958) also
evokes “rapid cooling” of lava around a tree due to “passage
through the lava of gases distilled from the green timber.” Such
processes thus explain the elevated cooling rates found for lava
surfaces in contact with the tree trunk during stage 1, as well as
chemical anomalies.

Implications for Thermal Effects of Tree Mold
Formation
While stages 1 and 3 serve to accelerate cooling and
crystallization around the tree (over the tree-free condition),
stage 2 reverses cooling and crystallization trends potentially
heating the lava, albeit very locally at the tree-lava contact. In
terms of flow emplacement dynamics, stage 1 has the greatest
effect on lava cooling as it occurs upon lava emplacement
and while lava is flowing around the drying tree. It has the
potential to enhance cooling and crystallization rates, while also
modifying the lava major element chemistry within 0.1 mm
of the contact (Supplementary Materials 2 Supplementary
Figure 4) and volatile content within 5 mm (Figure 9). However,
whether this effect can be transmitted beyond a few cm of the

tree mold system, to affect the whole lava flow, depends on
several factors including trunk size, tree spatial density and tree
moisture content, as well as parameters not tested here such
as bark thickness (Vines, 1968) and wind speed (Anderson and
Rothermel, 1965). Through analogy with heat exchanges between
forest fires and trees, to maximize lava-tree interactions a dense
network of thin, water-rich trunks is needed (cf. Van Wagner,
1967). In the cases considered here, despite the considerable
effects at the lava-tree contact, the tree density and type was
insufficient to influence broader lava cooling, crystallization,
vesicularity, and chemistry in the far field (i.e., beyond a few cm).
For the 1974 lava flow system, we saw no abnormal cooling or
crystallization with distance from the vent, cooling rates being
4◦C km−1 (Chevrel et al., 2019), which compare with rates of 4–
7◦C km−1 recorded for tree-free lava channels (Cashman et al.,
1999; Riker et al., 2009; Robert et al., 2014). This was in spite
of the presence of a lava-tree density of 20–30 trees/ha for the
J74 case (Chevrel et al., 2019). For the 2014 case, creation of
the tree mold did play a role in modifying thermal, physical and
chemical conditions at the contact between the mold and the lava,
changing the lava morphology by transforming S-Type pāhoehoe
to P-Type pāhoehoe and creating glazed surfaces. However, a
control sample taken 40 m from the tree mold indicated no
effect. If, however, we increase the fuel load from that obtained
here (20 Mg/ha, trunk diameter = 0.6 m) to that expected
for tropical rainforests, i.e., 180 Mg/ha where the majority of
the trunks have a diameter of > 0.76 m (Uhl and Kauffman,
1990), we increase the energy loss in our quantitative model (for
stage 1) by two orders of magnitude (i.e., from 4 × 109 J to
6 × 1011 J) during stage 1. We may thus witness a far-field effect
in such a scenario, as could be envisaged in zones around the Big
Island of Hawaii or on Piton de la Fournaise where tropical rain
forest cover applies.

CONCLUSION

Many active volcanoes are forest-clad, so that understanding
the physical, chemical and thermal interaction between a
lava and the trees it encounters is essential if we are to
adequately understand and model lava flow emplacement. To
fill this knowledge-gap, we present here a detailed textural,
chemical and thermal description of a lava-tree interaction,
focusing on a single tree mold that formed in Kilauea’s
Pāhoa 2014 lava flow. Results show an enrichment in volatiles
(in particular H2O and CO2) and a decrease in vesicularity
(and hence increase in density) for lava samples in contact
with the tree. This is accompanied by an increase in the
population of large vesicles, lower crystallinity and higher
concentration of dendritic oxides. Lava surrounding the tree
also cooled faster (at > 70◦C min−1) than the lava surface
(10–30◦C min−1). All samples collected at the tree contact
behaved similarly as a thin quenched layer formed where
accelerated cooling rates applied during the first hours of
emplacement due to heating of the tree and vaporization of tree
fluids. The exception is a sample from the root bowl, which
evolved in a different cooling environment where temperatures
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were first elevated due to combustion, and then held at high
(∼1000◦C) levels for around 660 h.

To begin to build a useable thermal model for lava-tree
interaction, we have used thermal analyses of the wood engulfed
by the lava so as to characterize its mass loss during drying and
volatilization, and have identified, described and parameterized
three combustion stages in the interaction process: tree drying
and fluid volatilization, dry wood combustion and heat loss
through an open “cave” (cf. Ogawa et al., 1999; Bella and Gaal,
2007) or “tube-skylight” system (cf. Keszthelyi, 1995 and Witter
and Harris, 2007). All results converge on the same conclusion,
that the analyzed tree had a local cooling effect on its surrounding
lava, but this appears to be limited to the 5 mm layer of lava
quenched against the tree. Fast cooling and slow diffusivity
within this layer act as a strong insulating cover, stifling further
interaction between the lava and the tree. However, given a
sufficient number, size and water content of trees, a far field effect
may be expected. This now needs to be tested and, potentially,
included in thermo-rheological models for lava flow advance over
forested terrain, where the equations given here provide a basis
for this next step.

Several models exist to simulate the theoretical thermo-
rheological evolution of lava down-system such as SCIARA
(Crisci et al., 1986), FLOWGO (Harris and Rowland, 2001),
LavaSIM (Hidaka et al., 2005) and MAGFLOW (Del Negro et al.,
2005). Others exist that are flow path based (e.g., Young and
Wadge, 1990; Kauahikaua et al., 1995; Favalli et al., 2005) or
use an isothermal Bingham rheology to recreate emplacement
of a fluid on an inclined plane (e.g., Dragoni et al., 1986;
Balmforth et al., 2006; Bernabeu et al., 2016). However, with
the exception of Bernabeu et al. (2018), none of these model
tree-interactions. This is because, unlike in the tree-free case
where data exist to assess down flow cooling and crystallization
(e.g., Cashman et al., 1999; Riker et al., 2009; Robert et al.,
2014) and the theoretical basis of cooling is well-defined (e.g.,
Keszthelyi, 1995; Keszthelyi and Denlinger, 1996), no such
treatment exists for interaction with a tree. We here provide
data to fill this gap, and draw on the forest fire literature
to build the components of a thermal model that could be
incorporated into future attempts to simulate and link lava
flow cooling, crystallization and rheology, and the thermo-
rheological effects on lava flow dynamics, for a lava moving
through a forest from proximal through distal portions of a
lava flow system.
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